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Board of Directors

Dear Members,

President:
Stephen Bauer

Thank you to everyone that volunteered and attended our events last
month to get this year off to a running start. This month I would like
to wish you all a Happy Valentines Day in advance and invite you to
our upcoming events. Mid-February will kick off our outdoor event
schedule with a Biergarten Fest followed by the Prinzen Ball honoring
our previous royal couples to close Karneval season. Starting next
month the proposed slate of By-Law revisions to be voted on by the
membership at the general meeting two months from now will be included. We are preparing to induct new members for the first quarter
and I encourage everyone to provide a warm welcome.
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Vielen Dank an all die freiwilligen Helfer und jene, die letzten Monat
an unseren Veranstaltungen teilgenommen haben, um im neuen Jahr
durch zu starten. Ich wünsche allen einen schönen Valentinstag und
lade euch zu unseren bevorstehenden Veranstaltungen ein. Mitte
Februar wird unser Outdoor-Event-Programm mit unserem ersten
Biergartenfest und anschließendem Prinzenball zum Abschluss der
Karnevalssaison, eröffnet. Der Anzeiger wird ab nächsten Monat auch
die vorgeschlagene Änderung der Satzung enthalten, über die die
Mitglieder in der Hauptversammlung in zwei Monaten abstimmen
sollen. Wir bereiten uns darauf vor, unsere neuen Mitglieder für das
erste Quartal vorzustellen, und ich bitte euch, sie alle herzlich
willkommen zu heißen.
Stephen Bauer, Präsident
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GERMAN AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB
POLICY STATEMENT

The purpose of the German American Social Club of Cape Coral according to its Bylaws is “to promote good fellowship
(Gemütlichkeit) and provide its members with the opportunity for group enjoyment of activities based on songs and traditional
celebrations of German social life. GASC is open to all persons without regard to race, creed, culture or ethnic background. Any
discrimination, racial coments, bigoted remarks by members or guest, theft, and want on detruction to club assets will not be
accepted or tolerated! Members are expected to adhere to this policy of respect towards other members and the club itself both
inside Club property as well as in any public forum, including online forums hosted by and representing the Club. Failure to
abide by this policy will result in disciplinary action stated in section VIII, F 5* of the GASC Bylaws.

MONTH AT A GLANCE
Club Events for the month of february
Friday, February 7th - General Meeting & Dance - Music by: Eva Adams
Sunday, February 9th - Birthdays/Anniversaries - Music by: Manni Daum
Friday, February 14th -Casual Dinner & Dance- Music by: Peter & Edith Mueller
Friday, February 21st - Casual Dinner & Dance - Music by: The 4+3 Band
Saturday, February 22nd - Karneval - Prinzenball- Music by: The Manni Daum Trio
Prinz Heinrich and Prinzessin Anna invite you to join them at the last
dance of the Karneval Season where we welcome all the Prinzen and
Prinzessinnen of yesteryear.

Friday, February 28th - Casual Dinner & Dance - Music by: Alpine Express Duo
Thank you!!!
Kerry Ann Bauer
Entertainment Chairman
Biergarten Fest - Sunday, February 16th - 12 Noon - 5:00 PM
Music by: The Hafenkapelle
Join us inside from 4:00 PM-8:00PM for after festivities
With Eva Adams

Thought of the Month:
If you are not willing to risk the usual, you will have to settle for the ordinary.

***Subject to change without notice***

GASC Schützenverein of Cape Coral
Schützen News
This is an important month. We will have practice on February 9th from 10am to 12pm
On February 9th, we will have practice and also our shootout for King and Queen.
On February 23rd, Lantana will come to the G.A.S.C. for our yearly competition and will try to win
the trophy back. So keep you eye on the target and keep the trophy with us.

Peter DeFranco, President
239-770-4213

Heritage Day 2020 News

The G.A.S.C. honors members’ birthdays and anniversaries at a
If you wish to participate in this celebration, please notify
to make your reservation. The next B & A event will be on February 9, 2020.

monthly
Teresa

Anniversaries:
Fred and Inge Freund, January 16 (60 years)

Birthdays:
Imgard Eckelt, October 31

Dr Rick Batt and Dr Robin Harris, January 5 (19 years)

Steven Utzmann, January 22
Gertraude Utzmann, December 25
Ann Tomey, January 25
Dorothea Degenhardt, January 26
Doris Madonna, January 30

party.
Kohl

Beautification
Beautifiation
The beautification team started to work again after a 2 weeks break. As usual a lot of work has to be
done. The painters are working on the façade. New garden benches are build and the repair work after the Octoberfest has started, chairs and tables have to be repaired and painted and the electricians are installing the new wiring after we got new and better power service back in the garden.
Our beautification picnic will be on March 15th, details will follow in the March Anzeiger.
A special thanks this time goes to Bobby Lewis, our plumber. We always had a problem with excessive rainwater standing after heavy rain at the garden bar. It’s drained but the water would flow
very slow and it could take days until it was gone. So, when everybody was away during the Holidays, he came every day, dug up a trench about 200 yards up to the fence line and installed a new
drain line. Thank you Bobby for what you did for the club.

Nach 2 Wochen Pause hat das Beautification Team wieder die Arbeit aufgenommen. Wie immer
wartet viel Arbeit. Die Maler haben mit der Reparatur und dem Anstrich der Eingangsfassade begonnen, neue Gartentische und Baenke wurden betoniert
und gestrichen und die Routine Reparaturarbeiten nach
dem Oktoberfest werden fortgesetzt. Die Elektriker installieren neue Stromleitungen nachdem wir neue und
staerkere Anschluesse bekommen haben.
Unser Beautification Picnic wird am 15. Maerz sein.
Genaue Details folgen im Maerz Anzeiger.
Ein besonderes Danke gilt heute Bobby Lewis, unserem
Installateur. Waehrend der Regenzeit oder bei staerkeren
Regenfaellen hatten wir immer wieder groessere Probleme
mit dem Regenwasser bei der Gartenbar. Trotz Draenage
floss es nur sehr sehr langsam ab. Waehrend alle die
Feiertage genossen, war er taeglich da um zu arbeiten. Er
hob einen ca 200m langen Graben bis unter den Zaun aus
und verlegte neue Abwasserrohre. Bobby, vielen Dank fuer
die tolle Arbeit, die du fuer den Club geleistet hast.
Wolf Ruediger Pech
Chairman beautification

Thank You
Dear Friends and Members
I would like to thank you for your cards, prayers and heartfelt comfort given to me and my family at
this difficult time. My husband, Frank, enjoyed the friendships he made over the past 20+ years at
the club. Thank you again.
Apolonia and Family

Membership - Renewal
Annual Membership dues are $50.00 per person.
Membership dues for 2018 can be paid from Friday, November 1st, 2019 until Friday, February 7th, 2020 on a
Friday night meeting from 5:30pm to 7:30pm next to the sale of the meal tickets or in the office during
regular office hours.
Dues paid after this date must include a 50% delinquent fee as per our Bylaws. (Article V, Paragraph E).
You can also mail your dues by check or money order to: GASC, 2101 SW Pine Island Rd., FL 33991.
Include a self addressed stamped envelope. You will receive your new card and sticker. Please remember, wearing your
badge is mandatory, it helps serving you better and avoids misplacing the new sticker.
Thank you.
Raymond Pencherek, Secretary Renewal Membership

German Ministry
Dear members of the German American Social Club of Cape Coral.
I would like to take the opportunity to once again introduce the German Ministry to you. But first of all,
let me thank you for the generous donation we got from the club after Octoberfest. Without such donations we could not continue our service. We don’t have a regular membership but are dependent on our
church goers and their donations.

We have church service every 4th Sunday in the month at 3 pm at the First Congregational Church on
Santa Barbara Boulevard. Exception are in October when the service is held at the Octoberfest in the big
tent at 11am and Christmas service, which is always held on December 24th. The service is held by our
pastor Juri Peplau whom you know from the invocation at the monthly general meeting in the club. Following the service is a gathering with coffee and cake sponsored by ladies attending the service. Following the Easter service and Christmas service we always
have the Holy Communion.
We would like to invite you to attend our service which is
held in German and help us to keep the German language and the German service alive. We really look forward seeing you and welcoming you at our next service.
Juri Peplau, Pastor
Wolf Ruediger Pech, President German Ministry

Member Submittal
Some interesting facts pertaining to German-Americans.
– For People Proud of their German Heritage

https://edsimoneit.blog/2018/10/20/some-interesting-facts-pertaining-to-german-americans/

The first thing to know is that German Americans comprise about 50 million people, making them the
largest self-reported ancestry group in the US…more than English Americans (26 million), more than
Irish Americans (33 million), and more than African Americans (42 million).
Distribution of German Americans according to the 2000 Census… California, Texas and Pennsylvania
have the largest numbers of people with German heritage…Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota
have the highest proportion of German Americans… more than one-third of all residents are of German
heritage.

(Cont;d)
Germans have contributed to a vast number of areas in American culture and technology. For example:
Baron von Steuben, a former Prussian officer, led the reorganization of the U.S. Army during the War
for Independence and helped make the victory against British troops possible. Other German American
military officers include George Armstrong Custer, John Pershing, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Chester W.
Nimitz, Carl Andrew Spaatz and Norman Schwarzkopf. They fought for the United States in the American Revolutionary War, American Civil War, Indian Wars, World War I, World War II, and the Persian
Gulf War, respectively.

The Steinway & Sons piano manufacturing firm was founded by immigrant Henry E. Steinway in 1853.
German settlers brought the Christmas tree custom and other German Christmas traditions to the
United States.
The Studebakers built large numbers of wagons used during the Western migration… Studebaker, like
the Duesenberg brothers, later became important early automobile manufacturers.
German Americans were famous American politicians, including Carl Schurz, Friedrich Hecker, Frederick Muhlenberg (the very first Speaker of the House), President Dwight D. Eisenhower (original family
name Eisenhauer), President Herbert Hoover (original family name Huber), President Donald Trump
and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger.
After World War II, Wernher von Braun, and most of the leading engineers from the former German V2 rocket base at Peenemünde, were brought to the U.S. They contributed decisively to the development
of U.S. military rockets, as well as rockets for the NASA space program and the initiation of the Apollo
program to land on the Moon.
The influence of German cuisine is seen throughout the country, especially regarding pastries, meats
and sausages. Frankfurters and “wieners”, were brought from Frankfurt am Main and Vienna, respectively. Hamburgers, bratwurst, sauerkraut, and strudel are now common dishes. And German bakers
introduced the pretzel, which is now popular across the United States.
Germans introduced America to lager, the most-produced beer style in the United States, and have
been the dominant ethnic group in the beer industry since 1850. By the late 19th century, Milwaukee,
with a large population of German origin, was once the home to four of the world’s largest breweries
owned by ethnic Germans (Schlitz, Blatz, Pabst, and Miller) and was the number one beer producing
city in the world for many years.

There is a long list of other German Americans that have played a prominent role in industry and business, including Henry J. Heinz, (H. J. Heinz Company), Frank Seiberling (Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company), Walt Disney (Disney), John D. Rockefeller (Standard Oil), William Boeing (The Boeing Company) and (United Airlines), Walter Chrysler (Chrysler Corporation), George Westinghouse
(Westinghouse Electric Corporation), Levi Strauss (Levi Strauss & Co.), Charles Guth (PepsiCo Inc.),
James L. Kraft (Kraft Foods Inc.), Henry E. Steinway (Steinway & Sons), Charles Pfizer (Pfizer, Inc.),
Donald Trump (The Trump Organization), John Jacob Astor (Waldorf Astoria Hotels and Resorts), Conrad Hilton (Hilton Hotels & Resorts), , Herman Hollerith (International Business Machines ,

(Cont’d)
Corporation (IBM)), Friedrich Weyerhäuser, founder of Weyerhaeuser paper company, and Peter
Thiel (PayPal Inc.).
Some German Americans, such as Brooklyn Bridge engineer John A. Roebling and architects Walter
Gropius and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, left behind visible landmarks.
Others, including Albert Einstein, J. Robert Oppenheimer, Wernher von
Braun, John Peter Zenger, John Steinbeck, Kurt Vonnegut, Joseph Weizenbaum set intellectual landmarks, Neil Armstrong was the first human to
land on the moon.
Still other German Americans became prominent athletes, actors, film directors or artists. Among them: Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jack Nicklaus, Doris Mary Ann Kappelhoff (Doris Day), Grace Kelly, Marlene Dietrich, Johnny Weissmuller, Henry John Deutschendorf (John Denver), John Kay, Sandra Bullock, David Hasselhoff, Leonardo DiCaprio, Kirsten Dunst, and Steven Spielberg.
And for those of you who wonder about DiCaprio, Disney and Grace Kelly, I can tell you this: Leonardo DiCaprio’s father was ½ Italian and ½ German from Bavaria. His middle name is Wilhelm,
after his maternal grandfather Wilhelm Indenbirken. In fact DiCaprio spent part of his childhood in
Germany living with his grandparents…..Walt Disney’s father was Irish and his mother was an
American of German and English descent…..Grace Kelly’s mother was Margret Major, the daughter
of German immigrants.
To conclude, I quote Randi Vogli who wrote a poignant remark after I published this article last
year…”This is something to be proud of yet there is no German History Month, German-American
Student Unions or a German Lives Matter movement. We just do what we do without pomp or circumstance and keep America moving.. “
One last note regarding the image of the impressive ocean liner that dominates this early 20th century advertisement for the Norddeutscher Lloyd (North German Lloyd) ship company. The company’s ships were the primary means of transporting German emigrants to America and were also instrumental in the economic development of Bremen and Bremerhaven.
The ship in this poster is the SS Kaiser Wilhelm II, the premier ship of the line with service to
America, East Asia, and Australia. It was one of the four Kaiser Class ocean liners built by the AG
Vulcan company of Stettin, between 1897 and 1907. These ships were designed to be among the largest and best appointed liners of their day and two of them held the prestigious Blue Riband, awarded to the fastest ship in the world in a given year. Kaiser Class ships were known as the “four flyers”
and all proved to be popular with wealthy transatlantic travelers as well as the masses of immigrants who wished to leave Europe.
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Sie sind herzlich eingeladen.
Deutschsprachiger Gottesdienst jeden 4ten
Sonntag im Monat um 15.00 Uhr.
Danach gemütliches Beisammensein
mit Kaffee und Kuchen

First Congregational Church
312 Santa Barbara Blvd. Cape Coral
G.A.S.C. Member

